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Gay Marriage Ban Lifts, Wallets Open

Now that a federal judge has tentatively cleared the way for same-

sex marriages to resume in California beginning August 18, the

wedding industry in California no doubt will gear up to welcome the

happy couples.

Today, U.S. District Judge Vaughn R. Walker—the same judge who

last week ruled that the state's ban on same-sex marriages was

unconstitutional—determined that the marriages could start again

next week. California allowed same-sex marriages for a five-month

period in 2008 before a majority of voters said marriages should

remain allowed only between a man and a woman. Walker set the

start date a week away so that opponents would have time to

appeal.

Massachusetts wedding planner Bernadette Coveney Smith has

already seen the results a ruling like Walker's has had on her state.

She tailored her small wedding planning business to gay couples. As

president of Boston-based 14 Stories, she said hers was the first

company in the country specifically to plan legal gay weddings.

“When it became legal for gay couples to marry in Massachusetts,

there was a supply and demand issue,” she says. “As a 27-year-old

entrepreneur, I saw an opportunity.”

The opportunity she saw was two-fold. One, to become the state’s

premiere same-sex wedding planner, and the other was to educate

the business world in general and the wedding industry specifically,

about the economic benefits of gay marriage. The state of

Massachusetts says that the state experienced $111 million in

economic value within the first five years of legalizing same-sex

marriage.

With those kinds of figures in mind, it's a wonder that more

companies aren't rushing to enter the sector. But since public opinion

polls say half the nation opposes the idea of gay marriage, getting the

BEST OF PORTFOLIO.COM

The New Risk
An indepth look at how the financial
crisis has changed risk taking.

Entrepreneurs in Action
Will these entrepreneurs make it big
internationally?

Brand Logic
What defines your business? A
sharp brand certainly helps.

U.S. Uncovered
Exclusive reports on how the nation
works, lives and plays.

SPOTLIGHT ON

ENTREPRENEURSHIP

HOME  >   BUSINESS VIEWS, OPINIONS AND BLOGS >   BUSINESS BLOGS >   EXECUTIVE STYLE >  
LEGALIZING GAY MARRIAGE IN CALIFORNIA COULD BE BOON TO SMALL BUSINESS

 

bizWatch is a new and easy way
to customize your business news

Customize Featured

Google Inc.

Berkshire Hathaway Inc.

Goldman Sachs Group Inc.

Bank Of America Corp.

Feedback powered by

Sponsored Links

American Express – Savings Accounts
FDIC Insured Savings Accounts with No
Monthly Fees or Minimum Balances.
PersonalSavings.AmericanExpress.com

Refinance Now at 3.7% FIXED
$160,000 Mortgage For $547/mo. Free. No
obligation. Get 4 Quotes!
mortgage.LendGo.com

50% off NFIB Membership.
Counter big government. Join NFIB. One
Voice. One Force. For Small Biz
www.NFIB.com

http://www.bizjournals.com/
http://www.portfolio.com/
http://www.bizjournals.com/ibol/?ana=ibol_port
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/
http://www.portfolio.com/
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&pub=portfoliomag
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/
http://www.portfolio.com/executive-style/2010/06/11/real-estate-agent-mike-aubrey-on-his-show-real-estate-intervention
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/12/paris-hilton-sued-for-35-million-over-hair-extensions
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/10/kelloggs-opens-pop-tarts-pop-up-shop-in-nyc-times-square
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/06/designer-allen-schwartz-selling-wedding-dress-inspired-by-chelsea-clinton-vera-wang-gown
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/06/designer-allen-schwartz-selling-wedding-dress-inspired-by-chelsea-clinton-vera-wang-gown
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/05/conde-nast-licenses-vogue-gq-mag-names-to-restaurants-overseas
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/04/what-businesses-can-learn-about-employee-theft-from-rachel-zoe
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/07/30/what-ellen-degeneres-leaving-american-idol-teaches-businesspeople-about-quitting
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/07/29/locals-happy-for-business-boost-of-chelsea-clinton-wedding
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/entrepreneurship/2010/07/27/costs-of-producing-reality-tv-shows-rise
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/daily-brief/2010/07/26/seventh-generation-to-be-sold-at-walmart-nationwide
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-0813-gay-marriage-california-20100813,0,5087660.story
http://www.latimes.com/news/local/la-me-0813-gay-marriage-california-20100813,0,5087660.story
http://www.gayweddinginstitute.com/
http://www.portfolio.com/views/columns/2010/08/06/the-economic-bonus-from-same-sex-marriage
http://www.portfolio.com/industry-news/banking-finance/the-new-risk
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/2010-entrepreneur-special-report
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/branding
http://www.portfolio.com/guides/us-uncovered
http://www.portfolio.com/industry-news/banking-finance/the-new-risk
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/2010-entrepreneur-special-report
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news/branding
http://www.portfolio.com/guides/us-uncovered

http://www.portfolio.com/
http://www.portfolio.com/views/
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/
http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/mynews/
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/widget/001/new-article.jsp?wtype=a&pageurl=http%3A//www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/12/legalizing-gay-marriage-in-california-could-be-boon-to-small-business#tab2
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/widget/001/new-article.jsp?wtype=a&pageurl=http%3A//www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/12/legalizing-gay-marriage-in-california-could-be-boon-to-small-business#tab2
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/company/Google-Inc-/cmp_id/4586/news.jsp?ftype=0&ntype=0
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/mynews/?add=true&f=%7B%22tid%22%3A%22cmp_id%22%2C%22v%22%3A4586%7D
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/company/Berkshire-Hathaway-Inc-/cmp_id/122337/news.jsp?ftype=0&ntype=0
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/mynews/?add=true&f=%7B%22tid%22%3A%22cmp_id%22%2C%22v%22%3A122337%7D
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/company/The-Goldman-Sachs-Group--Inc-/cmp_id/4654/news.jsp?ftype=0&ntype=0
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/mynews/?add=true&f=%7B%22tid%22%3A%22cmp_id%22%2C%22v%22%3A4654%7D
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/company/Bank-Of-America-Corporation/cmp_id/982/news.jsp?ftype=0&ntype=0
http://bizwatch.portfolio.com/mynews/?add=true&f=%7B%22tid%22%3A%22cmp_id%22%2C%22v%22%3A982%7D
http://bizwatch.uservoice.com/pages/general
http://www.webultra.com/
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=1&lid=649741&cid=143595&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3b226315306%3b50047740%3bu
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=1&lid=649741&cid=143595&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3b226315306%3b50047740%3bu
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=1&lid=649741&cid=143595&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3b226315306%3b50047740%3bu
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=1&lid=649741&cid=143595&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3b226315306%3b50047740%3bu
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=1&lid=649741&cid=143595&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk%3b226315306%3b50047740%3bu
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=2&lid=652206&cid=148389&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=https://www.lendgo.com/la/16/%3ftg_ref%3dib_mo_2010%26camp_id%3dib_mo_3_2010_fixed%26rate%3d3.7%26keyword%3dBizjournalsROS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=2&lid=652206&cid=148389&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=https://www.lendgo.com/la/16/%3ftg_ref%3dib_mo_2010%26camp_id%3dib_mo_3_2010_fixed%26rate%3d3.7%26keyword%3dBizjournalsROS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=2&lid=652206&cid=148389&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=https://www.lendgo.com/la/16/%3ftg_ref%3dib_mo_2010%26camp_id%3dib_mo_3_2010_fixed%26rate%3d3.7%26keyword%3dBizjournalsROS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=2&lid=652206&cid=148389&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=https://www.lendgo.com/la/16/%3ftg_ref%3dib_mo_2010%26camp_id%3dib_mo_3_2010_fixed%26rate%3d3.7%26keyword%3dBizjournalsROS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=2&lid=652206&cid=148389&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=https://www.lendgo.com/la/16/%3ftg_ref%3dib_mo_2010%26camp_id%3dib_mo_3_2010_fixed%26rate%3d3.7%26keyword%3dBizjournalsROS
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=3&lid=673315&cid=150499&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://secure.nfib.com/membership/newmember.aspx%3futm_source%3d10%26utm_medium%3dTextAd%26utm_content%3dJoinpt5%26utm_campaign%3d2010JulAug
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=3&lid=673315&cid=150499&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://secure.nfib.com/membership/newmember.aspx%3futm_source%3d10%26utm_medium%3dTextAd%26utm_content%3dJoinpt5%26utm_campaign%3d2010JulAug
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=3&lid=673315&cid=150499&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://secure.nfib.com/membership/newmember.aspx%3futm_source%3d10%26utm_medium%3dTextAd%26utm_content%3dJoinpt5%26utm_campaign%3d2010JulAug
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=3&lid=673315&cid=150499&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://secure.nfib.com/membership/newmember.aspx%3futm_source%3d10%26utm_medium%3dTextAd%26utm_content%3dJoinpt5%26utm_campaign%3d2010JulAug
http://links.industrybrains.com/click?sid=930&scid=13592&rqctid=6405&pos=3&lid=673315&cid=150499&pr=2&tstamp=20100812163642&iip=108.7.225.11&url=http://secure.nfib.com/membership/newmember.aspx%3futm_source%3d10%26utm_medium%3dTextAd%26utm_content%3dJoinpt5%26utm_campaign%3d2010JulAug
http://www.portfolio.com/business-news
http://www.portfolio.com/views/
http://www.portfolio.com/companies-executives/
http://www.portfolio.com/resources/
http://www.portfolio.com/business-travel/
http://www.portfolio.com/executive-style/
http://www.portfolio.com/interactive-features/multimedia/
http://www.portfolio.com/


Legalizing Gay Marriage In California Could Be Boon To Small Business - Executive Style - Portfolio.com

http://www.portfolio.com/views/blogs/executive-style/2010/08/12/legalizing-gay-marriage-in-california-could-be-boon-to-small-business[8/12/2010 4:36:46 PM]

word out on the economic benefits is key. And educating vendors on

common misconceptions is an important first step.

“A big mistake that vendors make when it comes to planning a gay

wedding is they treat it like a straight wedding,” Coveney Smith says.

So just what is the difference? Those who deal with gay couples

should be ready for family drama that extends beyond a controlling

mother of the bride. Many couples don’t have the full support of their

families and emotions can run even higher than usual on the big day.

Helping brides that don’t want to wear wedding dresses for their

nuptials is another challenge. For those who choose to don a suit,

approximately 46 percent of lesbian couples opt for one suit and one

dress, finding one that’s occasion-appropriate is difficult. She either

has to buy a men’s suit and have it seriously altered, or she has to

have it custom-made to fit, explains Coveney Smith.

Yet another challenge is finding gay-friendly vendors. According to

data on the 14 Stories site, a vendor can legally say “I don’t want to

work with gay couples” in 28 states. The most common reason

vendors are afraid to deal with the LGBT community is the fear of

losing business, experts say.

Coveney Smith doesn’t see it that way. “There are many ways to

appeal to gay couples that don’t include the cheesy or typical

rainbow or two men kissing motifs. The reality is that there’s money

to be made here. And if your business isn’t ready to deal with gay

couples, someone else’s is.”

Romy Ribitzky is an associate editor at Portfolio.com
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