THEEXPERTS WEDDING PLANNING

._.Bernadette Smith hel
.pay couples’ tacklethe
challenges of Ianmng
‘asame-sex affair, -
‘BY RACHEL.STRUTT .-
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What’s the difference between plan-
ning a same-sex and a straight wed-
ding?'Theplanning processis about
the same, yetit's differentintermsof
emotions. Sometimes couples struggle
with whether or not to come out to vari-
ous family members, or worry about
whom toinvite. I'vehadweddings
where the bride didn'tinvite her mom.
Youwanttoprovide support.

How doyou findyour clients? Some
clients come tome afterthey'vehad
bad experiences pickingoutaringora
dress. Itcan bereally stressful having
to come out every time youwork with a
new vendor.

Tell us about yourexperiences working
with vendors when planning a same-sex
wedding. I've experienced some reaily
bad vibes from certain vendors—vari-
ous types of churches, forexample. I've
also found thatindifferent parts of the
state,like the Worcester area, the vibe
isn'talways great. Icantell someone’s
comfortlevel with a same-sex couple
right away.

Do you ever just walk away? I'm defi-
nitely an advocate for my clients and
take good care of them, but I'm not
going to {ry to change someone’s
opinion. I'mnot an educator. People
make assumptions about weddings.
Lhad a weddingat the Museum of
Science where the waitstaffused
the expression “brideand groom.” I
told the waitress, “It’s actually two
brides.” People can so easily fallinto
the traditional way of thinking
ahoutweddings—whether you're
gay or straight.

Doyou try to work with gayvendors? 1f
Icansupportthe community by wark-
ing with gay-run vendors, Iwill, Yet]
guarantee my clients the best service
and the bestprice possible, regardless
of sexual identity.

is it difficult to find certain products
ordecorations for a same-sex wed-
ding cefebration? It used to be diffi-
cult to find wedding cake toppers—of
two grooms or two brides—but not
anymore, It's even possible to find
gay wedding cards now. Yet most of
my clients don't look for groom-and-
groam or bride-and-bride themes,
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They'relooking forthings thatare
creative or colorful. Couples are
loockingtorepresent themselves
and theirculture, not necessarily
their sexual identity.

It's About Time Events, 617-733-2965,
itsabouttimeevents.com.

WHY EVERYONE
SHOULD HAVE A GAY
WEDDING

GRAPHIC DESIGNERDAVID CUCINOTTA
AND HIS PARTNER, JIM COVE, RECENTLY
MARRIED INPROVINCETOWNWITH
BERNADETTESMITH’S HELP. BELOW,
CUCINOTTAQFFERSTHREEREASONS
WHY AGAY WEDDING 1S WAY MORE FUN
THANASTRAIGHT ONE.

1. GAY COUPLES THROW TRADITION OUT THE
wikpow, “We had no obligations to do
anything,” says Cucinotta, above right.
“Wewere paying for the wedding, sowe
didn’tworrywhat Mom and Dad thought.”
Thecouple madesure nottoseatfriends
or family together. “We placed peoplein
interesting combinations at small tables.”
Andinstead ofa formal sit-down din-

ner, they had a buffet, “which mentally
unlacked peaple from their seatsand got
them moving around.”

2. THEY FOCUS ON THE MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT
OF THE NIGHT: THE PARTY. "Ourceremony
was 18 minutes, Dinnerwas justan hour
and 2o minutes. The dancing was four
hours, interrupted only by cake-cutting.”
Oh, and the open bar? Seven hours,

3. THEY PLAY MUSIC THAT GETS PEOPLE DANC-
NG, Cucinotta's playlist: 1) Excited” by M
People. “Any track by People setsavery
cool vibe for daneing,” he says. 2) "Always
There" (David Morales remix) by Incognite.
“A great big, feel-good toe-tapper.” 3)“1
lust Want to Be Happy” by Gloria Estefan.
“ldefy any musicsnob testayin his seat
when this classic track is played.” 4} “Stay
This Way" (Club Mix by David Morales)

by the Brand New Heavies. 5) “Heaven
Knows" by Donna Summer. “Classic
anthemstatus!” JULIESURATT




